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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2011-769
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: December 13, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: December 13, 2011
Type of Action: Expression of support for legislative J-bill
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City’s support for legislative bill J-3 which would amend the City Charter to create a new Section 24.14 in Article 24 – Jacksonville Economic Development Commission – to provide that the City may enact amendments to Article 24 by ordinance without the need for a subsequent ratification by the voters via referendum.
Background Information: The City Charter may be amended in one of three ways: by legislative J-bill, by voter referendum (initiated either by City Council ordinance or by initiative petition drive), or by City Council ordinance.  Most of the Charter can be amended by any of the three mechanisms, but certain parts (see Sec.3.01 of the Charter) may be amended only by J-bill or by referendum, including: municipal annexation of unincorporated territory, merger of municipalities and exercise of extra-territorial powers by municipalities; any subject expressly prohibited by the Florida Constitution; any subject expressly preempted to the state by Florida law or constitution; any change affecting the powers, rights, duties and abilities of the Beaches cities and Baldwin; changes that affect the creation or existence of a municipality or the terms of office, means of election or powers of elected officials, the General Counsel, the Council Auditor, the form of government or the rights of municipal employees; or matters prescribed by the Charter relating to appointive boards.  
Since the JEDC and its appointed board were created in Article 24 of the Charter, changes to the powers, duties, terms, method of selection and other features of the JEDC board must be done either by J-bill or by voter referendum.  This amendment would specify that changes to the JEDC article may be done by Council ordinance without the need for subsequent ratification by voter referendum.
Policy Impact Area: Charter amendment process
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined; would provide a local means to amend the JEDC article of the Charter without the need for a referendum which may or may not incur costs depending on whether it is scheduled in conjunction with another county-wide election.
Analyst: Clements
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